
 

Pupil Accommodation Review Committee (PARC) Public Meeting #1 
Monday, February 13, 2017 

6:30 pm 
Scarlett Heights Entrepreneurial Academy, Auditorium 

                      
 
  
 
 
 
 

Present Annie Appleby -- Superintendent, Susana Arnott – Member, TSAA (Toronto School Administrators Association), Angela Caccamo – French 
as a Second Language Department, Samuel Isaac Coronado-Aldana – Student, Scarlett Heights, Esmail Danso – Student, Kipling CI, Rhonda 
Davy – Principal, Kipling CI, Frank DeLeo – Vice Principal, Kipling CI, Rauda Dickinson – Facilitator, Andrew Gowdy – Planning, Rizwana Jafri 
– Principal, Scarlett Heights, Juliet Jones – Special Education, Paige LaFraugh – Student, Kipling CI, Kristina Laperle – FSLAC Parent Co-chair, 
Jeff Latto – Facilities Services, Anita Masoko – Student, Scarlett Heights, Tania Merke – Parent, Kipling CI, Sam Miceli – Principal, Richview 
CI, Lex Mitchell – Parent, Richview CI, Ruqiyo Mohamed – Parent, Kipling CI, Angela Nardi-Addesa – Superintendent, Thor Plaxton -- 
Planning, Rosemary Sutherland – FSLAC (French as a Second Language Advisory Committee), Drew Taylor – Facilities Services, Stephen 
Thiele – Parent, Richview CI, Nancy Trendoff – Note Taker, Abdigani Waheliye – Parent, Scarlett Heights, Caroleen Whiteley – Parent, 
Scarlett Heights 

  

Item / Presenter Discussion Attachments / Actions / 
Results 

Welcome & Introductions Rauda Dickinson welcomed everyone to the meeting and pointed out the child minding 
area and translators available. Paige LaFraugh acknowledged the Aboriginal land on 
which Scarlett Heights is built. Also introduced were Trustee Chris Glover, 
Superintendent Angela Nardi-Addesa and Principals Sam Miceli, Rhonda Davy and 
Rizwana Jafri. Committee members that were present were asked to stand. The Meeting 
Norms were reviewed. 

 

Objective of Meeting The purpose of the meeting is to provide parents/guardians and members of the 
community with an opportunity to review the school profile and enrolment data for each 
of the schools named in the Pupil Accommodation Review; review the initial staff report; 
learn about the PAR process; ask questions and provide feedback. The feedback from the 
PARC and the first Public Meeting will be compiled and considered in relation to the 
proposed recommendation. Once a final decision has been made, the final 
recommendation will be presented at the second Public Meeting and to the Board of 
Trustees. 

 

Overview A Local Feasibility Study was done between June and October 2016 to explore a review 
of Scarlett Heights EA, Kipling CI and Richview CI to examine underutilization and low 
enrolment at Scarlett Heights and Kipling CI. It was determined that a school closure be 
explored, and therefore, in November 2016, recommended that a Pupil Accommodation 
Review be established. The recommendation stated: “It is recommended that a Pupil 
Accommodation Review be established for the following secondary schools: Kipling 

 



 

Collegiate Institute, Richview Collegiate Institute, and Scarlett Heights Entrepreneurial 
Academy.” To date, the Student Accommodation and Program Plan has not yet been 
approved by the Board of Trustees. The current ward boundaries may be adjusted in 
order for the open schools to accept students from the closing school. 

Presentation Thor Plaxton presented information explaining the PARC process. PARC’s mandate is to 
represent the schools under review and act as the official conduit for information shared 
between the school board and the school communities. PARC does not have the 
authority to make decisions. It will be the Board of Trustees that will make the final 
decision. 
 
Long-Term Program & Accommodation Strategy (LTPAS) is the TDSB’s approach to 
program and accommodation planning within a 10-year timeframe. A study was first 
identified for this cluster of schools in the LTPAS 2015-2024 and identified again in the 
LTPAS 2016-2025. 
 
A Local Feasibility Study was done between June 2016 and October 2016. It was 
determined that a school closure should be explored, and therefore, recommended that 
a Pupil Accommodation Review be established. 
 
Kipling CI’s current enrolment is 400 with a utilization rate of 42% and projected to 
decline to 25% by 2026. 
 
Richview CI’s current enrolment is 957 with a utilization rate of 112% and projected to 
increase to 142% by 2026 due to current demand for French Immersion and French 
Extended programs. 
 
Scarlett Heights EA’s current enrolment is 221 with a utilization rate of 26% and 
projected to decline to 20% by 2026. 
 
An Initial Staff Report must be presented to the Board of Trustees and must contain one 
or more options to resolve the program and/or accommodation issues. 
 
The Student Accommodation and Program Plan has not yet been approved by the Board 
of Trustees. The Implementation Strategy involves the possible closure of Scarlett 
Heights on June 30, 2018. New boundaries for Kipling CI and Richview CI will take effect 
for the 2018-19 school year. 
 
Existing Scarlett Heights students will be directed to either Kipling CI or Richview CI 

 



 

based on their residential address. Students are welcome to apply to an alternate school 
on optional attendance. This year’s Grade 11 students enrolled in the Business & 
Entrepreneurship Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) will be able to complete the 
components of the SHSM during their Grade 12 year at Scarlett Heights and in doing so 
will be able to graduate with a SHSM Red Seal OSSD. Grade 12 students this year who 
complete all of the required components will also be graduating with a SHSM Red Seal 
OSSD. Scarlett will no longer be accepting students into the SHSM and they will be 
directed to another school offering the program. 
 
Hilltop’s grade 8 students will be given ample notice to apply to an alternate school on 
optional attendance. 
 
Kipling will continue to build on the strength of existing technology-based programs and 
will be applying to the Ministry of Education for the Information and Communications 
Technology SHSM. 
 
Richview programs will remain the same. 
 
Projected enrolment for Kipling (after Scarlett closure) is 59% in 2018 and expected to 
hold this trend for the next few years. During this time there will be investments made in 
the school to rebrand it and increase its future enrolment. 
 
Richview’s enrolment is expected to remain the same. Optional attendance numbers will 
be reduced in order to maintain the current enrolment. 
 
The goal is to disrupt the fewest number of students and that all students remain within 
walking distance (4.8 km) of their newly assigned school. 
 
Although Scarlett may close as a result of the Pupil Accommodation Review, the facility 
will remain in the ownership of the TDSB until a future review is undertaken to 
determine the status of the site. 
 
Below is the expected timeline: 
PARC Meetings held January-April 2017 
Final Public Meeting to be held on April 26, 2017, Scarlett Heights EA, 6:30 pm 
Final Staff Report posted May 18, 2017 
Public Delegations at P&P Board Meeting on June 5, 2017 
Final Staff Report received by Board on June 21, 2017 



 

 
Feedback is important to the PAR process and will be considered in the development of 
the Final Staff Report. Feedback will be collected via: 

 Staff voice 

 Student voice 

 PARC (Pupil Accommodation Review Committee) 

 Public meetings 

 School meetings 

 Delegations at the Board Planning & Priorities Committee 
 
The public was invited to attend the public meetings and complete the community 

feedback survey available online at www.tdsb.on.ca/accommodationreviews. 

More information can be requested via email at accommodationreviews@tdsb.on.ca. 
 
Below is some of the feedback received to date: 
 
What are the programming issues associated with a secondary school enrolment of 
230 students? 
Small numbers limit the programming available at a school. 
 
Why not close Kipling instead of Scarlett Heights? 
Current enrolment at Kipling is double that of Scarlett. Kipling has better facilities to 
accommodate larger enrolment. 
 
Why not relocate the French Extended program to Scarlett to increase enrolment? 
Uprooting an entire program and moving it to another school is not ideal. The French 
Extended program would not be viable on its own. The 120 students that the program 
would bring are still significantly below the number of students required.  
 
Why not open/create a “French Centre”? 
The LTPAS will be doing two studies in 2018 and 2019 to tackle the French enrolment 
increase. The introduction of those programs would most likely be in another ward since 
this ward is already being serviced. 
 
Why not close both Kipling and Scarlett sending all students to Richview? 
We would see enrolment at Richview rise dramatically which would cause a number of 
problems. To accommodate the numbers, additional lunch periods would have to be 
added. This is not advisable for many reasons as it will affect the number of teachers 

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/accommodationreviews
mailto:accommodationreviews@tdsb.on.ca


 

available for supervision and limit programming and extracurricular activities. 
 
Summary of rationale to close Scarlett and maintain Kipling:  

 Disrupting the fewest number of students 

 Low enrolment at Scarlett has made program viability a concern 

 Growing enrolment at Kipling will provide better range of courses and 
extracurriculars 

 All students remain walking distance from their school 

 Kipling is better located in the catchment area with a better infrastructure 

 Kipling will require considerably less repairs to bring it up to standard 

Comments/Questions The Catholic board is closing Don Bosco and it is a newer school than both Kipling and 
Scarlett. Would it be more appropriate to keep that building? 
Since that school is not a TDSB property it has not been considered and is not in our 
control. 
 
Closing down Scarlett is not a good idea. The demographics in that area means that 
now Kipling would have to accommodate more kids that have ESL (English as a Second 
Language) needs. All of the development along Eglinton Avenue means that those 
students will have to attend Martingrove on optional attendance. 
All the applications for development received to date by the City of Toronto have been 
built into the projections. Those students have been factored in. As for attending 
Martingrove, that is their right. Only 35 percent of students in the Scarlett Heights area 
are attending the school. The remaining students are attending elsewhere. 
 
I would like all my children to attend the same school but only two are in the French 
program. Will my other child be able to attend Richview as well? 
Optional attendance in reviewed each year. Richview has limited optional attendance in 
its regular track. If there is lack of space at the school, optional attendance would be 
closed. However, siblings are given priority. 
 
I purchased a house in this area because it was in the Richview district. I have applied 
for optional attendance and been refused. This is not acceptable. 
In regards to the programs at Scarlett, they introduced the business SHSM to bring 
students into the school but it wasn’t successful. We can’t have a robust program if we 
don’t have students in the seats. That is why we are moving toward this solution. 
 
It seems to me that everyone is fleeing to one school. Why is everyone going to 
Richview Collegiate? 

 



 

Not all students are going to Richview and it is not the reason for the declining 
enrolment at Scarlett. The fact is that students are choosing other programs at other 
high schools whether it is Etobicoke School of the Arts or Martingrove. Richview 
experienced the same issue in the 1980s and that’s when the French program was 
added.  
 
Does the board really know why we’re only getting a certain percentage of students at 
Scarlett? There is something very non-community about hearing that someone doesn’t 
want to go to a school with ESL. 
 
Is there a chance that the boundary will be changed so that students within walking 
distance from Richview can attend there? Why wasn’t another idea considered, other 
than SHSM, such as an “all-girl” or “sports” academy? 
The reason that Eglinton was proposed as the boundary is because it’s an arterial road 
and the remainder of the area in the Buttonwood area is out of walking distance of 
Kipling. That area is also small enough that it will have very little impact on Richview. 
 
As for the programming, the school has always done their best to offer the best 
programming available for those students. 
 
Why not make The Westway be the boundary? 
That ends up giving too many people the option to attend Richview and we wanted to 
keep students within walking distance of their school. 
 
What are we missing here? We better deliver what people want in the place they want 
it. You need to deliver the programs that students want or you’ll be closing more 
schools. 
To that point, that’s why we are doing our best to go above and beyond to engage in 
student voice and asking them what they want to see and what will engage them. What 
marketable skills do these students need to be competitive? We are hoping to move 
toward Communication and Technology, and at Kipling, we are able to continue this. We 
are planning to meet with the students from Scarlett and Kipling and using them to help 
guide our decisions. Teachers are very much in tune with their students. We’ve brought 
them in and are asking what students’ strengths are and what they need in the future. 
Whatever school remains open will provide all four pathways and provide the 
programming to help these students become marketable and it will become a magnet 
school. 
 



 

Has the board considered, if this decision goes through, will they be forcing students to 
attend a school for one year, and then have to go to Richview the next year? Why not 
hold those eight or nine spots for those students? 
Everyone here is hearing that and will consider that point of view. 
 
What is the criteria you’ll use a student to be accepted to Richview? I believe the 
stigma attached to the school is what deters students from coming to Scarlett. What 
will be the alternative plan if numbers go down? Will Kipling then be closed as well? 
What are the next steps? 
I would encourage everyone to attend Kipling but that is up to students. As for optional 
attendance, that is very limited at Richview. First priority is given to siblings and then 
given to students attending feeder schools John G. Althouse and Humber Valley. 
 
Chris Glover: I know that schools have certain reputations but they aren’t always 
deserved. We had a situation with students at Rosethorn not wanting to attend Hilltop. 
Every year, almost 500 students would attend a business meeting held at Scarlett that 
was amazing, but it just didn’t take. The biggest part of this is that, whatever school we 
keep, needs to be rejuvenated and that’s the most important thing. 
 
Reassigning the attendance area for Richview will be limiting the access. People want 
to go there because they have an excellent reputation and academic program. 
Wouldn’t it make sense to try to replicate the program they have there? 
There are studies underway to look at the French program but they would be opened in 
other areas north or south of here. 
 
Are there a large number of students coming in from the Buttonwood area? It seems 
that the growth of the French program will not be able to accommodate the number of 
students. Is there a plan to address this growth? 
There are eight to ten grade 9 entry point students in the Buttonwood catchment area. 
In the long-term plan, the growth at Richview has been noted and there may be an 
introduction of a secondary French site in either the north or south. The study will be 
done in 2018 in Ward 1 and in 2019 in Ward 3. 
 
As a grade 10 student, I want to say that money runs this world. There are only two 
schools running SHSM. By the time I get into Kipling, I will not be able to get into 
SHSM. It will be hard for me to get into the business program. 
The alignment with ICT and STEM at Kipling will give you the same marketable skills as a 
SHSM would have at Scarlett. 



 

 

 
We put so much emphasis on high school right now that it seems harder to get into a 
certain high school than a university these days. Why are we putting so much pressure 
on students to attend a certain school? 
 
Only 1 in 2 students are going to Kipling and 1 in 3 students are going to Scarlett. 
Maybe you should contact those parents and find out why that’s happening. 
In the years from 2020 onward we will be working on rebranding the school (Kipling) to 
increase enrolment. We want to keep the enrolment at 500 minimum. 
 
If all the students that were eligible to attend Scarlett Heights attended the school, 
would there be enough enrolment, or are there just not enough students in the 
catchment area? 
There are 463 total students in the Scarlett catchment area with 130 attending. 
There are 794 total students residing in the catchment area for Kipling with 347 
attending. 
 
I attended a school with three lunches, so it’s not really the issue. Why not 
accommodate more students at Richview? More students means you’ll get more 
teachers and the programming remains the same. 
 
We have to talk about stigma. Certain schools have a stigma attached to them yet 
Richview is the only school where a staff member has been shot on the property. I 
know that was a long time ago but now it’s known as the “drug school”. I think we’re 
going about this the wrong way. It’s about property value. We have to put a stop to 
optional attendance.  
 
Chris Glover: We are looking at the optional attendance factor. I spent a lot of time at 
Scarlett and met with students on a regular basis. They all told me that they really love 
the school and wish there were more students and more programs. 

Next Meeting 
 

Public Meeting #2 will be held on Wednesday, April 26, 2017, 6:30 – 8:30 pm at Scarlett 
Heights in the auditorium.  

Rauda asked attendees to 
contact Superintendent Angela 
Nardi-Addesa with any questions. 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm.  


